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Excellence,Tolerance,
Trust and Respect.

Choosing a new school for your child is
a huge decision. We understand the
many factors and issues that have to
be weighed up. Throughout the
process, you will be steered by an
unswerving belief that your child
deserves the very best. A high-quality
learning environment of course, but
also a culture that embraces respect,
care, tolerance and trust.

At St Clement Danes, we share your
belief. Our aim, quite simply, is to
enable every one of our students to
grow into responsible and fulfilled
adults with the skills and confidence
to shape the future.

The school’s traditional values
underpin our long and distinguished
heritage: values that guide the way
our students treat those around them –
both within the school and in the
wider community.

When it comes to academic achievement,
our goal is nothing short of excellence.
A progressive approach to developing
and delivering our curriculum has seen
St Clement Danes achieve some of the
best results in the country.

When each new student joins us,
we take the time to build a genuine
partnership between family and
school, built on mutual trust and open
communication. You can be sure
that your child will be nurtured and
enriched in a vigorous and challenging
academic environment. Just as
importantly, we’ll ensure that their
individual talents are recognised and
developed to the full.

I do hope that you enjoy reading
through our prospectus – and gaining
a flavour of the broad range of
experiences and opportunities
available. I would also invite you to
sample for yourselves the unique
culture that makes St Clement Danes
such an outstanding school.

values
Ethos &

A fantastic school both

socially and academically,

our son has been happy

from day one

Year 10 Parent

Josephine Valentine BSc, PhD
Headteacher

‘A very good school with many features
that are outstanding. The curriculum on
offer is outstanding, teaching is effective
with ‘excellent features’, leadership is
outstanding and care, guidance and
support of students is excellent.’

OFSTED January 2007

St Clement Danes School, Chorleywood

The Anchor – the emblem of St Clement.

Here it is featured in a mosaic

remembering those former students

who died in the First World War.

GCSE artwork



Recognising individuals

Supporting students to achieve
their full potential means recognising
each student as an individual with
their own particular talents, abilities
and aspirations.

St Clement Danes prime objective is to
provide that support, enabling each
student to make the most of every
opportunity they are presented with –
both inside and outside the classroom.

An all-ability, co-educational school,
St Clement Danes offers a broad and
balanced programme of study that
follows the recently revised strategies
of the National Curriculum. Alongside
this, we have established a thorough
and robust system of monitoring and
assessment, providing regular
feedback on progress.

The support to
flourish and thrive

We aim to give every student the
individual support they need to reach
their goals. So we constantly monitor
progress and achievement, making
sure that students and their parents
are always aware of their performance.
What’s more, we have a range of
programmes to ensure that each young
person – whatever their ability level or
particular learning needs – is able to
flourish and thrive.

In the classroom itself, our highly
experienced staff work to provide
a high-quality environment that’s
conducive to learning. But ultimately,
it’s the students who create this positive
atmosphere themselves, underpinned
by values of excellence, trust and
tolerance. Our last two OFSTED
inspections both described student
behaviour as ‘exemplary’.

Achievement
for all

A commitment to achieving

the best for each individual is

a hallmark of the school

Year 12 Parent

Exceptional results

Each faculty has access to state-of-the-
art facilities, many in newly housed or
refurbished premises following our
major expansion programme in 2007.
In 2008, St Clement Danes was
awarded Science College status,
complementing the Language College
status that we already hold.

Further good news followed in 2009.
The Department for Children, Schools
and Families looked at our AS and A2
results for value added to students’
achievements since Key Stage 4. This
showed that our 2008 AS results were
the best in England and the A2 results
were within the top 2%.

Recognition of the school’s ability to set
itself, its staff and students challenging
targets and to meet them, culminated
in late Spring 2009 with the headteacher
being named as a National Leader of
Education; one of only 100 secondary
heads in the country. This means that
St Clement Danes is now a designated
National Support School and the
headteacher and other staff will provide
a range of professional support for
other schools.

A close-knit and
supportive community

Above all, St Clement Danes is a
community. A school where everyone,
regardless of age or position, is
encouraged to help and support
those around them to achieve their
full potential. In fact, visitors often
comment on the mutual respect that
exists between staff and students.

We also foster supportive relationships
between students themselves. Our
sixth formers join a progressive school
community service programme, and
many older students act as mentors
and buddies for those younger than
themselves.

Each student is supported by a strong
pastoral framework and individual
mentoring when needed. This personal
approach is right at the heart of
St Clement Danes, and ensures that
our students enjoy ongoing guidance
and support to develop their talents
and aspirations to the full.

There’s a strong sense of pride and
belonging here. Even after leaving
St Clement Danes, many students
return to contribute to our enrichment
and extension programmes or to
attend school events.

School Council 2008–2009



The school has a proud history dating
back to 1862 when the first St Clement
Danes was opened as a boys’ grammar
school in Houghton Street, London.
In 1928, the school transferred
to a new site in Hammersmith before
moving to its present location to
establish St Clement Danes as an all–
ability, co-educational school in 1975.

The school has the support and
financial backing of the St Clement
Danes Holborn Estate Charity and the
school’s own Charitable Foundation.
This has afforded the school some
degree of autonomy as a voluntary
aided maintained establishment.

Links with the past have a very real
impact on school life today. Every
November, we celebrate our history
through the annual Commemoration
Service held at St Clement Danes
Church on the Strand. This wonderful
community occasion not only celebrates
our heritage, but testifies to our
successful present and ambitious future.

Each September, the school holds its
annual Speech Day. The event takes
place in the Barbirolli Hall, named after
Sir John Barbirolli, an Old Dane who

Origins
and traditions

The best school I’ve ever

been to – there’s something

for everyone here

Year 9 student

St Clement Danes

Church, The Strand,

London

Barbirolli Hall

Carey Sixth Form Centre

went on to conduct the Hallé Orchestra
in Manchester for over three decades.
The occasion brings together the whole
school community to reflect on the past
year, the school’s achievements and
the many successes of individual
students too.

The school is organised into eight
houses. These are named after
individuals associated with, or locations
close to, St Clement Danes Church in
London and the Inns of Court. The
eight houses are Burleigh, Clare,
Clement, Dane, Essex, Exeter, Lincoln
and Temple. Students represent their
house and take part in events
throughout the year. This culminates
with the annual Sports Day in July
when the whole school community
assembles on the field and takes part
in good natured, inter-house rivalry.



Physical Education

While supporting the excellent
achievements of the highly talented,
our curriculum also encourages
participation and enjoyment in students
at all ability levels. At present the
school boasts individual and team
champions from district to national
level in a range of sports. There are
extensive opportunities for both
participation and competition at all
levels and a wide range of extra-
curricular activities. Students have the
opportunity to experience a diverse
range of options including games,
gymnastics, athletics, dance, outdoor
and adventurous pursuits and fitness
and health-related exercise. In the
taught curriculum, the school offers
both GCSE Physical Education and A
level Sports Studies. Both courses are
highly popular and successful.

Religious Education

Religious Education is an integral part of
the curriculum throughout the school and
is a popular choice for study at GCSE
and A level. The focus is on establishing
a firm academic base of study that is
supplemented by visits and talks from
main faith communities. We encourage
an open and enquiring approach to

English

The English faculty is well resourced
with extensive facilities, including its
own ICT suite and drama area. Results
at Key Stage 3 and GCSE exceed the
national average and the subject also
enjoys flourishing A Level groups in
both Literature and Language. Within
the faculty there are staff who hold
Excellent Teacher and Fast Track
status. Our aim is to ensure that
students develop the speaking,
listening, reading and writing skills they
will need to fully participate in society
and employment. Students learn to
express themselves creatively and
imaginatively – and to communicate
with others confidently and effectively.

Mathematics

The Mathematics faculty boasts first-
class facilities and lessons are
enhanced by our state-of-the-art ICT
resources. Students learn to appreciate
the power, beauty and enjoyment
of Mathematics – as well as an
understanding of the relevance of
mathematical skills in the workplace
and in everyday life. We aim to develop
high levels of precision, logical thinking
and problem solving skills. Our
students achieve grades above the

including national competitions, trips to
sites of scientific interest and visiting
speakers. At A level, all scientific
disciplines are offered as well as
Human Biology and Psychology.

Modern Foreign Languages

Combining outstanding teachers
with excellent resources, the school
successfully established its third stage
of Language College status in 2007.
French, German, Spanish and Italian
are studied from Key Stage 3 through
to A level. Beginners’ language
courses including Russian are also
offered in the Sixth Form. Strong links
with European schools are firmly in
place, with exchange visits in Years 9
and 10 and work experience in Year
12. The faculty offers both single and
dual award at GCSE, and Asset
Languages at all levels. Results at
GCSE have been well above the
national average. The faculty also
offers master classes for both its own
students and others across the county.

Core
curriculum areas

Our daughters are inspired

by their teachers and

praised accordingly

for their efforts

Year 8 Parents

assist students in their own religious,
spiritual and moral development.

Information and
Communications Technology

St Clement Danes boasts excellent
ICT facilities that far exceed the
recommended provision for schools.
Each faculty area has access to
advanced resources to support
learning at all levels – and the subject
is a regular feature of curriculum
provision. On joining the school, all
students follow an ICT course which
equips them with the skills they need
to meet curriculum expectations and
to make best use of the facilities.

Personal Development

Our comprehensive programme extends
from Year 7 to Year 13 and provides
students with the skills and knowledge
to make realistic and informed decisions
about a range of issues that they will
likely encounter in their wider life

experience. The school delivers its Sex
and Relationships, Drug Awareness
and Citizenship programmes through
Personal Development. Careers,
Enterprise Education and Economic
Awareness are also included in
Personal Development. These aspects
are complemented by a wide range of
work shadowing and work experience
opportunities.

national average and gifted students
at Key Stage 4 have the opportunity
to develop their Mathematics beyond
GCSE. This includes the option to
do both Mathematics and Further
Mathematics. The faculty is fully staffed
with experienced subject specialists,
several holding Hertfordshire Lead
Teacher status.

Science

In 2008 the school was awarded a
second specialism in Science. This
particular area is a real strength at St
Clement Danes due to our excellent
facilities, exceptional staff and the
imaginative ideas that have promoted
a stimulating curriculum. Specific
provision is made for a range of
abilities; at GCSE for example, there is
an option to study triple Science while
others with different learning styles
may study double Science or Applied
Science. There is a range of extra-
curricular opportunities to extend
learning opportunities for all students,



Drama

Drama is introduced in Year 7 and can
be taken as an examination subject
at GCSE and A level. Our Drama
Department benefits from outstanding
facilities, with three performance areas
as well as lighting, sound and media
equipment. There are annual whole
school and junior school productions,
which in the past have included
popular musicals as well as works by
Shakespeare. Students also enjoy
regular visits to local and West End
theatres and specialist trips abroad to
Barcelona and New York.

Economics & Business

Both of these subjects, as well as
Applied Business, are offered at
A level, with Business Studies, a
GCSE option. Our aim is to combine
academic excellence with preparation
for the world of work through a focus
on presentation, teamwork, ICT
application and communication.
There are significant links with the
outside world and Sixth Form students
have the opportunity to participate in
the Young Enterprise Scheme.

ASDAN

This vocational qualification is offered
at Key Stage 4. This is the equivalent
of a GCSE and enables students to
develop life skills such as teamwork
and problem solving.

History

The History curriculum covers a broad
span of British and international topics,
with a range of imaginative resources
and approaches ensuring that the
subject has strong numbers on GCSE
and A level courses. The Key Stage 3
curriculum takes a themed approach
with concepts such as power and
conflict; empire and expansion; and
crime, punishment and persecution
linking historical periods within all three
year groups. Modern world history
forms the basis at GCSE and A level.
Students enjoy regular trips within
the UK plus visits to Belgium, France
and Germany.

Geography

Geography is taught in all Key Stages.
Using a wide range of inspiring
resources, we supplement classroom

excellent teaching and

fantastic resources

Year 12 studentAdditional
curriculum areas

Art and Design

This subject, alongside Drama and
Music, forms the Creative and
Expressive Arts faculty. Within Art,
students are supported to develop their
capacity to observe and record in
drawings and paintings using a variety
of tools, materials, skills and techniques.
Students are encouraged to use a rich
visual language to analyse and make
sense of what they see - and to refer to
artists who influence and inspire their
work. All students are taught to embrace
the formal elements of painting, drawing,
three dimensional, installation and
surface textural art work. Many continue
with Art at A level where they have the
option of studying Photography too.

work with substantial research into
actual life situations. ICT facilities are
used extensively with a focus on
student initiative in developing projects
and learning opportunities within this
subject. Trips in Key Stage 3 are
followed by hands-on field work at
GCSE and residential fieldwork in the
Sixth Form.

Technology

The Technology faculty comprises
five subject areas: Electronics, Food,
Graphics, Resistant Materials and
Textiles. The faculty is very well-
equipped, combining traditional
tools with modern computer-aided
technology and is staffed by subject
specialists, several of whom have
industrial experience. Our teaching
programme encourages students
to solve design problems through
creativity and practical work. Students
have achieved national recognition for
outstanding performance at GCSE
and A level.

Music

Musical aptitude is a criterion for entry
to St Clement Danes, reflecting the fact
that music is a major strength of the
school. Our recognised national and
growing international reputation for
excellence is built on a solid foundation
of impressive and successful curriculum
provision at each Key Stage. There are
numerous chances to perform, both at
school and on tour, with a significant
number of students taking individual
music tuition. Gifted musicians play
in regional and national orchestras.

Engineering

The Diploma in Engineering gives
learners the opportunity to discover
the varied sectors which make up the
engineering industry. This new and
innovative qualification has been
designed and developed by
employers. By immersing young
people in the excitement and potential
of working in the real world of
engineering, it brings together the
best of academic and applied learning.
In our school, the Higher Diploma
qualification is offered at post 16.

Year 9 Geography Field Trip

Year 10 Battlefields Trip, Belgium

A level artwork



Competitions & Fixtures

The school has a wide range of
sporting fixtures that encompass many
sports over the full school year. These
range from multisport festivals and
matches against local schools to
national competitions and international
tours. Outside of sport, this range of
opportunities also stretches across
the broader curriculum and involves
students of all ages. Local public
speaking, national cookery
competitions and the Young Enterprise
Scheme are just a few of the many
other examples on offer.

International and
National Honours

At the entrance of the school, St
Clement Danes is proud to display
a collection of photographs that
celebrate members of the school
community who have achieved
honours. While providing high quality
education for all, we firmly believe in
providing opportunities for gifted
and talented students in all
areas of achievement.

Maths Challenge

Students have the chance to enter a
national competition to assess their
abilities against demanding criteria.
The success of students across the
age ranges is a great motivational
factor to their routine curriculum
work and helps them to develop
mathematical skills.

Public Speaking

Students are frequently given the
opportunity to make presentations and
develop the skills and confidence they
need to succeed in future education
and employment. This includes year
and whole school assemblies, lead
lectures in the Sixth Form and the
Business Mentoring and Community
Sports and Foreign Language Leaders’
Awards. The School Council also
allows many students to contribute to
discussion forums – as does the annual
Speech Day where the Head Boy and
Girl deliver speeches.

Master Classes

In Modern Foreign Languages, Art,
Science, Technology and Sport, the
school provides Master Classes for
gifted children at St Clement Danes
and those who attend other local
schools. With both Language College
and Science College Status, the school
is also involved in helping local primary
school staff and pupils develop skills
related to these two curriculum areas.

Activities Week

At the end of the summer term, an
alternative curriculum is provided to
enrich our students’ experience. Year 7
students have the opportunity to attend
an outward bounds centre in Bude
where a range of stimulating and
demanding activities are enjoyed. In
Years 8 and 9, students have, in the
past, followed courses relating to
thinking skills, carried out work-
shadowing, listened to a broad range
of talks and undertaken related
learning activities. Sixth Form students
attend a series of job/university related
interviews, giving them valuable
practice for the real thing.

Work Experience

Year 8 students take part in a day of
work where they shadow an adult
outside the school community. All Year
10 students participate in a Work
Experience week with local or national
employers. There are also extensive
opportunities for European Work
Experience through established

language college links in France,
Germany, Spain and Italy. These
are open to those studying A level
languages and non-linguists alike.

Gym & Dance Display

The Gym & Dance Display offers an
exciting opportunity to experience
the vast range of skills and abilities
displayed by a huge number of
St Clement Danes students. This
combination of whole school
involvement, via the taught curriculum
and extra-curricular clubs, is a real
feature of the school. It also allows
gifted and talented students to perform
at a regional and national level.

Charity Events

The student body has a strong and
ongoing commitment to raising
awareness and funds for a range
of local, national and international
charities. Our annual Charities Week
events are at the heart of this, and are
held in the final days of the Autumn
Term. Further charitable work is carried

out by lower school students who
choose specific causes, research
them, raise awareness through whole
school assemblies and then carry out
sponsored and fund raising activities.

Music

There is an almost endless range
of musical opportunities on offer
including Jazz Band, Wind Band
and various choirs. These provide
opportunities for people from beginner
level through to accomplished
performers, some of whom play in
the National Youth Orchestra. Events
including our Speech Day, regular
concerts and perhaps above all, the
annual Commemoration Service,
demonstrate the astonishing ability
within the school. The school was one
of only three national pilots chosen
to run a creative ensemble that
encouraged unusual combinations
of instruments in composing music.

Enrichment Extension

The school has embraced

our daughter’s strengths

and given her the confidence

and desire to learn

Year 8 Parent

Orchestra on Tour, 2009.

Mozart Museum, Prague.

Second Orchestra

Annual Gym &

Dance Display



International Training
and Competition

The school offers a wide range of
sporting events abroad. These include
football tours and fixtures in the USA,
as well as the Easter Athletics training
camp at Club La Santa in Lanzarote.
This offers our students the rare
opportunity for pre-season training at
the same location as top athletes.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

This remains a very popular activity
with St Clement Danes students. The
award enables students to take on new
experiences, discover talents they
never thought they had and challenge
themselves in remote locations. In
2009, the Silver Award was introduced
for students in Year 11 to complement
the Bronze Award that is completed in
Year 10.

World Challenge

Every two years the school organises a
major expedition through the World
Challenge Organisation. This offers
students in Years 11, 12 and 13 an
exciting journey of self-discovery as
they visit and learn about life in diverse
parts of the planet. It’s also an
exceptional opportunity to make a
sustainable contribution to other world
communities. Recent expeditions
include Peru in 2006 and Tanzania in
2008. In 2010, students will visit China.

Creative and
Expressive Arts

Art, Drama and Music collaborate to
form a Creative and Expressive Arts
faculty with new facilities that include
art and music rooms, two drama halls,
a recording studio and extensive
additional equipment. The three
subjects are now fully integrated,
sharing common methods of
assessment and several linked
projects. The three areas are a vital
aspect of life and learning at St
Clement Danes. Our orchestra has
recently toured in Italy, France, Holland
and the Czech Republic; the Art
Department has provided exhibitions
for London Underground and a local
hospital; and drama students have given
performances for local primary schools.

Battle Of The Bands

This very popular annual event gives
an exciting opportunity for students
in rock bands of assorted styles to
demonstrate their skills by competing
against each other. An enjoyable
(if very loud) evening is had by all!

Sport

St Clement Danes boasts exceptional
facilities with a substantial school field
area, an all weather floodlit pitch,
tennis courts, netball courts and
indoor resources that include both a
gymnasium and sports hall. There is a

long tradition of sporting achievement
that forms the foundation for the many
personal and team achievements of
present students. All students continue
with some form of sport into the Sixth
Form with an emphasis on both
enjoyment and physical health.
Leadership is becoming increasingly
important in our sporting provision:
students in Year 10 can choose to
complete the Level 1 Award in Sports
Leadership and Students in Year 12
can complete the Level 2 Award in
Community Sports Leadership.

Extra curricular
activities

My son has enjoyed access

to some wonderful extra

curricular opportunities and

an awareness of the world

beyond school

Year 11 Parent

World Challenge Expedition

to Tanzania, 2008

Duke of Edinburgh Silver

Expedition to The Peak District



Service and Leadership

Sixth Formers are expected to involve
themselves in the wider community of
school and beyond. There are
considerable opportunities for them to
display initiative, leadership and to use
their skills and experience for the
benefit of others. Many students work
with children lower down the school
who may be experiencing difficulty
with their learning. Others go into the
local community to help charitable
organisations or people in need. There
is also an established prefect system
that supports other students and staff
across the school – and represents the
student body at important events in the
school year.

The Carey
Sixth Form Centre

Our Sixth Form is housed within The
Carey Sixth Form Centre – a purpose-
built facility opened in September 2006
to cater both for the growing numbers
of post-16 students and to improve
their specific teaching and learning
environment. The Centre boasts
classrooms specifically designed for
A level groups, a large private study
room, computer suite and social area.
With 31 subjects currently available,
there are considerable opportunities
for a diverse range of studies.

Academic Life

The transition from GCSE to A Level is
considerable. Students enter the Sixth
Form faced with the challenge of
increased academic work and the
need to commit to extensive
independent study. Before entering
the Sixth Form, students benefit from
substantial guidance and support to
help them adapt to this new culture –
and to achieve an appropriate balance
of subjects. That support is continued
by form tutors and the Sixth Form
Management Team, along with
extensive monitoring and assessment.

Beyond School

While academic achievement in Years
12 and 13 is crucial, equal importance
is placed on ensuring that students
have the skills and knowledge to
succeed either in higher education or
the world of work. Extensive guidance
and preparation are offered for
application to university or jobs,
culminating in an annual forum where
students in Year 12 are interviewed by
specialists and receive feedback on
their application and interview
technique. There is also a substantial
Enrichment Programme including
external speakers who encourage
students to consider wider social,
political and cultural issues.

Sixth
Form

Sixth form is very well

organised especially with

the time spent helping

with UCAS

Year 13 Parent

A level Geography Field Trip to North Yorkshire



How to find us

The school is found on the A404 that
extends from Rickmansworth to
Amersham. From the M25, visitors
should exit at Junction 18.
Chorleywood has a station served by
both the London Underground and
national rail services. The walk from the
station is approximately 25 minutes
uphill. A taxi can be hired at the station.

Supporting Links

The Governing Body
The school is well served by a
dedicated and hard-working Governing
Body that participates in school life at
many levels. Information about the
meetings and decisions of the
Governing Body are consistently
communicated to parents.

Parents Association
St Clement Danes has a healthy
Parents Association that all parents
are encouraged to join. They make a
significant contribution to the school
through a range of activities such as
the Summer Fair, Autumn Ball and
the Christmas Craft Show.

Old Students Association
The ‘Old Danes’ association offers a
wide network of links with former
students and has an ongoing
involvement with the present day school.
All leavers are encouraged to join.

The Anchor Fund
All parents are encouraged to support
this fund that makes a substantial
contribution to curriculum facilities
and resources.

OFSTED Inspection and School Profile
The report from the school’s last
OFSTED Inspection in 2007 and the
annually updated school profile can
be found on the school’s website
(www.stclementdanes.org.uk) under
the Standards banner.

Useful
information
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St Clement Danes School
Chenies Road, Chorleywood, Hertfordshire WD3 6EW
Tel: 01923 284169 • Fax: 01923 284828
email: enquiries@stclementdanes.org.uk
website: www.stclementdanes.org.uk
Admissions
Tel: 01923 286680 • Email: admissions@stclementdanes.org.uk

Headteacher
Josephine Valentine BSc, PhD

Anchor Building






